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We live in a golden age of museum architecture. 
Cities around the world are redefi ning themselves 
and the built environment by commissioning bold, 
highly unconventional architects to design spectacu-
lar buildings for both new and existing museums. 
Rising to the challenge, architects are integrating space, 
materials, and light in dynamic structures that are 
works of art in their own right.  

Museums in the 21st Century: Concepts, Projects, 
Buildings is a survey of the latest museum architecture 
in North America, Europe, Asia, and Australia. 
Eighteen unique designs are represented by models, 
sketches, computer renderings, photographs, and 
animation—all of which provide fascinating insight 
into the creative processes of many of the world’s 
major architectural fi rms. The buildings themselves are 
at various stages of development. Some have been 
completed and are already open to the public, some 
are in the process of being constructed, and some 
have not yet gotten off the ground—and may never 
come to fruition because of fi nancial constraints.  

Museums today capture our imagination through 
innovative architecture, but of course they must still 
create the proper conditions for the preservation and 
display of works of art. With an even greater public 
role than in the past, museums typically now house 
libraries, classrooms, theaters, shops, and cafés 
in addition to galleries. Most also have a sculpture 
garden or other kind of green space located outdoors. 

Tensions can, and often do, emerge between the 
specialized needs of museums and the desire for 
architects to make an aesthetic statement. An 
extraordinary openness to the most radical 
confi gurations of form and materials, however, is 
what makes museums one of the most exciting 
building types of our times. Museums are where we 
go to encounter the very latest architectural trends, 
which in turn invite us to look at art and the world 
around us like never before. 
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